Course Outline
Class 1: September 16th (6:00 - 8:00 PM) - Introduction to Contract Drafting in English
· General Information: Overview of the course objectives, format, and resources.
· Importance of Contract Drafting in English: Discuss the relevance of drafting contracts in English for Costa Rican lawyers and in international legal contexts, including differences between American and British legal terminology.
· Q&A Guide for Drafting Agreements: General Outline
· Basic Structure of Contracts:
· Key components of a contract (preamble, recitals, definitions, operative clauses, boilerplate clauses, etc.).
· Introduction to essential terms and language used in contracts.
· Common Mistakes in Contract Drafting: Explore common pitfalls when drafting contracts in English and how to avoid them.
· Exercise: Review and edit a simple contract to identify structure and typical clauses.
Class 2: September 19th (6:00 - 8:00 PM) - Essential Clauses in Contracts 
· Terms in a Contract: Understanding key terms and conditions, including standard contract terms and specific language.
· Term and Termination:
· Term: Drafting and defining the duration of contracts.
· Termination (General): Different methods of terminating a contract.
· Termination for Convenience: How to include and draft this clause effectively.
· Expert Interview: Discussion on Auto-Renewal clauses and their implications.
· Dispute Resolution: Overview of various dispute resolution mechanisms.
· Exercise: Draft a termination clause for a contract, considering different scenarios.
Class 3: September 23rd (6:00 - 8:00 PM) - Assignment, Sublicense, and Subcontract & Introduction to Intellectual Property Clauses 
· Assignment, Sublicense & Subcontract:
· Assignment: Understanding the transfer of rights and obligations under a contract.
· Sublicense & Subcontract: Drafting sublicensing and subcontracting provisions.
· Change in Control: Crafting clauses to address changes in company control.
· ROFR/ROFO/ROFN: Introduction to Right of First Refusal, Right of First Offer, and Right of First Negotiation.
· Assignment by Operation of Law: How the assignment of contracts can occur automatically under the law.
· Intellectual Property Clauses:
· License; Licensor & Licensee: How to define and control the roles of licensors and licensees.
· Licenses: Drafting perpetual, irrevocable, exclusive, and unlimited licenses.
· IP Ownership: Understanding intellectual property ownership rights.
· Exercise: Draft a clause addressing assignment and change in control in a sample contract.
Class 4: September 26th (6:00 - 8:00 PM) - Remedies, Indemnification & Limitation of Liability & Restrictive Covenants
· Remedies, Indemnification & Limitation of Liability:
· Remedies for Contract Breach: Types of remedies available for breach of contract.
· Warranty & Indemnification: How to draft warranty and indemnification clauses.
· Limitation of Liability: Techniques to limit liability in contracts.
· Limitation of Liability Carveouts:
· Carveouts related to fees, indemnification, IP infringement, confidentiality, data security, and others.
· Restrictive Covenants:
· Restrictive Covenants General: Drafting exclusivity clauses.
· Non-Compete & No-Solicit of Customers: How to craft non-compete and non-solicitation clauses.
· Most Favored Nation; Covenant Not to Sue: Introduction to these contract provisions.
· No-Solicit of Employees & Non-Disparagement: Drafting clauses to prevent poaching and defamation.
· NDA: Best practices for drafting non-disclosure agreements.
· Exercise: Draft and review an indemnification clause, a limitation of liability clause with carveouts, and a restrictive covenant clause.
In-Person Workshop: September 21st (9:00 - 11:00 AM) - Practical Contract Drafting and Review
· Hands-On Drafting: Engage in group exercises to draft key contract clauses (e.g., remedies, indemnification) based on real-world scenarios.
· Collaborative Review: Pair up to review each other's draft contracts, focusing on clarity, legal language, and bilingual considerations.
· Q&A Session: Open forum for participants to ask questions and discuss specific contract drafting challenges they've faced in practice.
Additional Material - Exclusive Resources
· Legal English Dictionary and Glossaries 
· Bilingual Template Repository
· Drafting Agreements Guide
Course Examination
For the course examination, you will be required to draft an agreement using the Q&A Guide for Drafting Agreements provided during the sessions. To complete the exam, you should submit both your drafted agreement and the completed Q&A Guide to the professor for review. The Q&A Guide will serve as a checklist to ensure all key elements of the agreement are addressed and meet professional standards. The professor will provide detailed feedback to help you refine your drafting skills and apply the concepts learned throughout the course.


